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There has been rather a long gap but Skyelines is back.
Most of the pictures, stories and successes have already
been mentioned on the school’s Facebook page but it’s
nice to have a newsletter as well.
2020 has been a strange year – who would have thought a
year ago that lockdown would occur? The pupils of Portree
High School have been a credit to their families! We have
worked together and have created a safe environment with
parental help – hand sanitising, face masks, cleaning desks
and chairs, one-way system, staggered intervals and lunch
times have become the norm.
I hope 2021 will be a better year and I wish everyone a very
happy Christmas and a peaceful and safe New Year. Thank
you for your support.
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Senior Prefects
Our Senior Prefect Team for 2020/21
From left to right: Depute Head Girls - Louise Innes and Hannah Buchan
Head Girl - Charlotte Gordon
Depute Head Boy - Murdo MacGillivray
and
Head Boy - Max Stancliffe

Class of 2020
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Success Assemblies

S1
Isobel Adams (Bronze),
Hector MacGregor (Silver)
and
Willow Ferguson (Gold)

S2
Charlie Latton (Silver),
Anna Varwell (Bronze)
and
Josh Turner (Gold)

S3
Caramarie MacCalman (Gold),
Callie MacLean (Bronze)
and
Eubha Campbell (Silver)
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S4
Iona McMath (Bronze),
Meredith Brooke Young (Silver)
and
Faith Crossley (Gold)

S5
Niamh Coughlin (Silver),
Tom Rees (Bronze),
and
Molly Jamieson (Gold)

S6
Alice Hook-MacDonald (Bronze),
Oscar MacDonald (Gold)
and
Mia MacGillivray (Silver)
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Well Done Sara

One of our former pupils Sara Oussaiden has
received a £1,000 bursary from “The CreaTive in
your CommuniTy fund” whiCh supporTs young
artists aged 16-25 as well as providing 12 hours
of mentoring from professionals.
Sara is the youngest recipient of the award,
and said: “The funding and menToring offered
through this opportunity will help me in the
development and creation of my project
‘from inside’.
“i aim To produCe a mixed media inTeraCTive
installation that will prompt an open
discussion in my community surrounding
changes, both positive and negative, in mental
healTh over loCkdown.”

https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/highlands/2439457/fund-provides-support-and-mentoring-totalented-young-artists-in-highlands/

Sanitising at Portree High School
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Veterinary Science and Medicine Club
During the coronavirus lockdown, I decided to start a veterinary medicine and
medicine club because I know a few people who are interested in doing that at
university and I thought that it would be useful for us all to get together and help
each other with the application process. So far at our online meetings, we have
discussed university entry requirements, the structure of the courses and basic
human and animal anatomy but looking forward I hope to be able to cover
interview preparation, case studies and current issues affecting both the medical
and veterinary professions. By doing this I hope to provide help and advice for
other students as well as providing what I hope are interesting and fun
presentations. Anyone who has expressed interest in the club can also do a
presentation on a topic that they find interesting, or they can ask me or Louise,
who helps prepare presentations, to do a presentation for them. I hope to keep
the meetings as interactive as possible and hopefully, in the future, we will be
able to do the meetings in person instead of by video call.

Abbie Clark 6M
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POETRY

As part of their work on a unit about prejudice in English, some of our S3 pupils
read the following poem ‘Refugees’ by Brian Bilson:

Refugees
They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers
With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say
These are people just like us
A place should only belong to those who are born there
Do not be so stupid to think that
The world can be looked at another way
This poem is a reverse poem. This means it can be read from start to finish and
have one meaning, but if you read it backwards – from the last line up to the first it communicates a whole new meaning! Most reverse poems shift from pessimism
to optimism and they are tricky to write, as the pupils discovered! However,
several of them succeeded, and here are their reverse poems.
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School

School
It’s like a prison
It is not safe or helpful and
The teachers are cruel and unfair
No one cares about what you think:
It’s boring, never funny and
You are wrong if you think that
School is helpful
Findlay MacDonald 3M

School is Awful
How dare you say
School is good
They think
School takes up your time and keeps you busy
School is boring and tiresome
The students would say
There are so many better things you could be doing
You are stuck at school instead
This is good
You are out of trouble
The parents say
But how could this be said
Calum Wright 3T

Dogs

Dogs
They have no use in our world
Slobbery and smelly
Scratching and itching beasts
Don’t be so silly to think that they are
Trustworthy and friendly
Lexy MacLeod 3G

Dogs are scary and aggressive
They are disloyal, growly creatures
You are silly to think
Dogs are cute and cuddly
Kori MacRae 3M

Dogs
Like a bear
They growl
It is ignorant to think
They don’t bite and howl
And whine like a child
They make a mess
It is stupid to think
They are pleasant company

Truth
The truth
Is not always
The right thing to say
Sometimes
It’s the opposite
The truth
Katie McFadzean 3M

Anna Moller 3T
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I began running in lockdown for something to do to keep me from going insane and
I never imagined I'd be able to run the distance I can now. I have always wanted to
do a sponsored run since I was young so the fact that I am finally doing this makes
me so happy and excited. I decided to put my running to good use and run a half
marathon to raise money for BBC Children in Need. I am extremely happy that the
charity I've chosen is BBC Children in Need and that this will be making a positive
and beneficial difference to families in the UK and most importantly the children. I
am so thankful for everyone who has very kindly donated and shared all my posts
to spread the word; it means the absolute world to me and I was fundraising up
until the weekend of BBC Children in Need. I also set up a JustGiving page. I
originally planned to do my run on the day of Children in Need, 13th of November
but I had to do it a couple of days earlier than planned due to Skye weather not
being very dependable.
I began running around Portree at the beginning of lockdown and that is where I
run most days. Since I started in April I don't think I've gone a week without a run.
My parents are really good to me and if I'm planning on going on longer runs they
will drive me out of Portree where the roads are much more quiet. I thank them for
that so much and I appreciate it hugely.
Shannon MacLeod 5G

The total amount Shannon raised was
£2,070.00

The total raised by Portree High School for our
Dress Down Day for Children in Need was £261
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Personal
Achievement Award

As
part
of
their
Personal
Achievement
Award, S5 boys Aden
Kassim, Craig Ross and
Daniel Murchison ran
an enterprise company
selling
engraved
crystal
glasses
to
celebrate 25 years of
the Skye Bridge. “New
Kelts
on
the
Rock"
made
a
profit
of
£565.50
and
half of
this
(£282.75)
was
donated to Counselling
Care
Skye
and
Lochalsh. The rest of
the money has been
used to buy resources
for
the
Personal
Achievement group.
Clare MacDonald

10

SkyeLInes

Christmas 2020

Art Projects
As part of the N5 Art and Design
course I was required to create a headpiece or mask inspired
by a movie or play. The source of inspiration for my mask was
the lion figure from The Lion King, with the running theme
throughout the design being the “circle of life”, one of the main
aspects of the film and play. To make the mask fit this theme I
decided to have half of the mask resemble the dead skull of a
lion with the other side being alive to show both “death” and
“life” in this never ending cycle.
I decided to use brown paper mache to cover half of the
outside of the mask in order to give it a more tribal look (one
of the main influences for the performance) and to make it
seem more alive. This creates contrast to the more bare “dead”
side of the mask which I coated in white paper mache.
I constructed the mask throughout the six months of lockdown, using recycled materials I found
around my home and washed up on my local beach. These included: old polystyrene, cardboard,
rope, paper and even the tops of cornetto ice cream packaging to create the eye!
I chose these materials partly due to limited supply but also to symbolise the circle of life and
death in nature once again. In this instance I included the beachcombed rope in the mask to
reflect on how humanity’s pollution of the oceans and sky is disrupting the natural balance of
nature.
Throughout the construction process I kept in mind the style of the masks found in the musical
version of The Lion King which I watched a few months prior to designing the mask; after seeing
this I decided to mount the mask above my head in a similar style to those found in the
performance. I found this a satisfying project to make and found it particularly rewarding
implementing items that people would usually consider waste and throw away into the design.
Angelo Arwen 4M2

S2 pupils were so impressed with Angelo’s mask that
they drew the mask in charcoal.
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The S2s have been busy
doing self-portraits as you
can see.

Christmas Decorations

S1 pupils have been creating their own
Christmas decorations from recycled
material around the home for this term’s Art
homework project. Lyndon Clarkson brought
his amazing toy soldier in to school – isn’t it
fantastic!
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Christmas Card Competition 2019

Cailean Dunkel 2M1 who won
Ian Blackford’s Christmas Card
Competition last year with his
painting of The Old Man of Storr
received a letter from Mr
Blackford along with his prize of
£25.
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Competition Winners
Winners of the S2 Poster Competition
Anna Varwell, Violet Matheson and Abbie Lamont.

Recycled Mask
Competition
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The St Andrew’s Day Debating Tournament
Portree High School are celebrating victory after taking part in this
year’s St Andrew’s Day Debating Tournament (organised by The
English-Speaking Union Scotland).
Our senior pupils Mia MacGillivray and Joe Jones (pictured left) took
part in a whole day of debating rounds – eventually being declared
the champions after the final debate.
The tournament usually takes place each year at the Scottish
Parliament – culminating in the Grand Final in the parliament debating
chamber. Due to current restrictions, this year’s event took place
online - with the final debate being live-streamed on YouTube.
Despite the obvious challenges of organising and running an online tournament involving over thirty pupils
from ten different schools from all across Scotland, the event was a great success and the new format meant
that a lot of schools – including Portree High School – were able to take part for the first time.
As well as the finalists, Mia and Joe, another six pupils represented Portree High School in the tournament,
working as three paired teams – S1 pupils Willow Ferguson and Catriona Mackinnon; S3 pupils Jack
McKinstray and Ewan Hynd, and S5 pupils Molly Jamieson and Chiara Maclean. For many of them this was
their first experience of competitive debating, so it was an intense but hugely rewarding experience.
Pupils were given the motions for the three qualifying debates a few days before the tournament, but the
heats were drawn on the day – determining each team’s position (proposing or opposing). Teams then had
only 25 minutes’ preparation time before each debate took place, so a lot of fast-thinking was required!
Topics up for discussion in the qualifying rounds were: whether schools should spend the same amount of
time teaching about arts and culture that they spend teaching practical skills like maths; whether people
should donate all their money to charity after meeting their basic needs; whether the commodification of
indigenous cultures is regrettable.
The Grand Final was even more demanding, with the final four teams only finding out the motion for debate,
and their positions, 25 minutes before it took place! However, Mia and Joe coped admirably under pressure –
beating stiff competition from pupils from Marr College (Troon), St Andrew’s Academy (Paisley) and St.
Columba’s (Kilmacolm), by convincingly opposing the motion: This house would remove the right of an
individual to own their art.
We are all very proud of the achievements of all eight of the pupils who represented Portree High School in
the tournament. The day provided them all with a great opportunity to develop their skills, and we hope to see
them all debating again in the near future! (Before the day had ended discussions were already underway
about reviving the school’s lunch-time debating club, so watch this space…)

S1

S3

S5
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Modern Studies Association
Virtual Conference
National teaching/learning resource launched at Modern Studies Association Virtual
Conference in November 2020!
Last year’s National 4/5 Modern Studies collaborated on a project with the Scottish
Parliament Education Service and Magic Torch Comics to create a bright, visual
resource created in the words of young people to help their peers learn about the work
of the Scottish Parliament. Our focus was First Minister’s Questions and how FMQs hold
the government to account.
Kenny MacIntosh, the Presiding Officer, visited the school and we had a follow-up visit
to the Parliament. There we had a tour, watched FMQs and spoke to our MSPs Maree
Todd and Edward Mountain. Later in the year, Paul Bristow from Magic Torch Comics
visited the class to work through a storyboard with us. We are very happy with the
result which is now available on the Scottish Parliament website in both English and
Gaelic.
https://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/116416.aspx
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This year Portree High School collected a grand total of 129 shoeboxes for the
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal.
Well done to all who contributed!
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Home Farm Care Home at Christmas
This year our staff and pupils could not entertain the residents of Home Farm as
they have done in previous years.
Below is a lovely letter from the Interim Manager of Home Farm.

2019
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Portree High School raised a total of £246 for the Poppy Appeal.

Hope & Faith
Community School
Our Partner school, Hope & Faith Community School, Zambia,
has really been suffering due to COVID-19.
Thank you to all who contributed to this day.
We raised a grand total of £504.62.
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Highland Senior Phase: A Step Ahead - Tuesday 19th – Thursday 21st January
This online event is open to current S3-S5 pupils and is supported by North Highland
College UHI, West Highland College UHI and Inverness College UHI (Highland Senior
Phase @ UHI).
There will be live Q&A evening sessions where you will have the opportunity to ask any
questions relating to taking the next step within or beyond school. Some of the topics
covered will be:
 Support whilst attending college
 Funding options
 Transitioning to college/university
 Support for your wellbeing
 Foundation Apprenticeships
We will also offer you the opportunity to experience classes in a range of subjects where you
will be taught by a subject expert and provided with information relating to what courses you
can study in this area and what employment opportunities will be open to you. These classes
will be available live or pre-recorded so that you can watch them at a time that suits you.
Save the Date!
The Senior Phase: A Step Ahead event is taking place on Tuesday 19th to Thursday 21st of
January 2021 so please save these dates. Full details on the sessions and how to access them
will follow shortly.
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