An t-samhain 2019

SkyeLines

december 2019

Ard-sgoil Phort Righ
Portree High School
Viewfield Road
Portree
Isle of Skye

Trust”

The shortest day of the year means it must be near
to the Christmas holidays. 2019 has been an
eventful year and December has been no different to
the previous eleven months in this respect. We have
enjoyed Christmas dances, held worship assemblies and welcomed
Columba 1400 in to work with a group of our third year pupils. We
have also raised £1,500 at our annual Winter Fair. This year our third
year pupils held various independent fund raising events to raise
money for local charities under the banner of the Youth Philanthropy
Initiative. These groups all managed to raise their target of at least
£50 each.
I am always amazed and indeed sometimes overwhelmed by the
generosity of the local community in Skye and Raasay – Portree High
School serves a large area with fourteen associate primaries; we
have pupils travelling long distances and a number living in the
school residence during the week, yet the support from local
businesses and organisations continues to grow.
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Have a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Thank you all!
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First Day of Term: 6th January 2020
Head Teacher Drop-In: 8th January 2020
S1 and S2 Success Assembly: 8th January 2020
S3 and S4 Success Assembly: 15th January 2020
S2 Parents’ Evening: 16th January 2020
Pupil Council Meeting: 22nd January 2020
Parent Council Meeting: 27th January 2020
S4 – S6 Interhouse Events: 29th January 2020
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STEM Busking
Maths
We had recently organised a Maths Treasure Hunt for the S1s
as part of our STEM cooperation. For this, we had planned
and made up a range of mathematical questions suitable for
the S1s which were used as clues to a reel of questions.
Splitting the S1 groups into individual groups of four, we
varied the abilities by mixing the groups allowing new
interactions between people they may not have worked with
before. The individual groups were given separate starting
points to take them in different
directions around the school in
an attempt to avoid collision of
teams. The answer to each question was a room
number which the groups had to proceed to for the next
question, leading the individual groups to all 4 corners
of the school. The challenge was to achieve as many
correct answers as possible in the time given. We feel
this experience has been a real benefit to our leadership
and organizational skills which were put into practice
for this event.
By Freya King and Mollie Perks 6T
As well as the Maths Treasure
Hunt organised by our S6 pupils
(Freya King, Mollie Perks,
Samantha
MacLean,
Laura
Crainet and Alishbah Zahid)
there was a carousel running in
the maths department which
consisted of a variety of different
maths puzzles and problems.
Each group of 14 visited for a period and were split into pairs
to take on the many wonderous challenges that lay before them. We had some number and
matchstick puzzles; an “impossible hole” where 12 pupils managed to get through at one time; a
waistcoat
and
scarf
conundrum which turned into
a fashion show and some
Zeeman Ropes which really
got the minds (and bodies)
moving! A special mention
needs to be made to Louis
Canning, George Wadham
and Henri Bullen-Kuslapuu
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who were the only three who managed to complete the cube puzzle during the
day; Tristan Crowe and Finlay Breen who got the lowest score on the Brain Age Game; and
Violet Matheson and Abbie Lamont who solved the Zeeman Ropes in the fastest time unaided!
Very well done to all who took part, and special thanks to the three S6 pupils Freya, Mollie and
Tiegan Mitchell who helped run the day!
Miss MacCallum
“My favourite activity was Maths because it was the most active one. I think the seniors did a fab job
planning it. It was really good fun to have something nice and quiet and challenging to do before the
treasure hunt. All the activities were really good and it was very interesting to see how I worked with new
people. And I think I made more friends doing the Stem Day because I got to work with people I wouldn't
work with normally. I would definitely do it again; I’m also going to tell some of the P7s in my primary
school to look forward to it because it was really good fun!!!!”
Isla Hyslop 1M1
The following pupils won the treasure hunt:- Alexander Jackson, Tilly Meekings, Niamh Grimston, Grace
MacLean and Mark Brannon with a score of 14 out of 20.

Technology
Our event involved looking at the Engineering side of STEM, more specifically Civil Engineering.
The pupils were told to build a structure that would stand by itself so that they could release
marbles from one end to run down the
structure into a cup using bamboo sticks,
sellotape, string and gutter piping, where the
piping had to be in the air not touching the
ground, essentially creating a big marble run.
The group was split into four teams where
each team was given 45 minutes to create
their own structures, then for the second
period we joined the teams into two groups,
where there was a competition on who could
build the best structure for a prize. The only
thing different about this run was that they
had to join the two gutters together with either
a turn or a zigzag. Whichever team had the
best structure by the end of the period got a prize.
Corrina Coll 6G
“My favourite activity was the technical one because it was fun making the slide for marbles to
roll along. The group I was in won the competition of which group can land the marbles in the
cup using the slide.”
Ewan Hynd 1M1
My favourite part of stem day was the technical activities because it was really fun working in a team to
solve the correct solution for the structure.

Amy Robertson 1M2
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Science
We
created
a
murder scene and
it was the pupil’s
job to solve the
crime. We created
four
different
experiments based
on evidence found
at the scene and
the results from each experiment ruled out one
suspect. We had a fake blood test in which the
pupils matched the sample to the one found at
the crime scene. There was also chromatography,
a PH test and pupils looked at clothes samples
under microscopes. After this pupils worked out
who they thought was guilty and made posters to
write up their evidence which they presented in their groups.
We really enjoyed leading this! It was great to see the S1s enjoying themselves and really
getting into the story trying their best to solve the crime. Almost every group caught the right
suspect and one group even used their evidence to create a drama performance of what they
thought happened. The best part was definitely when groups managed to get the right suspect
and all the experiments worked well.
Elsa Galbraith, Siobhan Gillies, Iona MacCaskill, Niamh MacKinnon, Becky MacLean
and Emily Matheson.

The subject I really enjoyed the most was Science because I
found that I enjoyed examining things much closer and
seeing how some things react differently. I really enjoyed the
day since I got to see most of my friends I normally don’t
see until lunch or break.
Jessica Beedie 1M2
My favourite activity was Science because I enjoyed doing
lots of different tasks. I also thought STEM was fun
because I got to see friends that I don’t normally see. I
liked seeing how the acid would react to different liquids
and see what the end product was.
Gemma MacKenzie 1M1
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The Ancient Mariner
Below are some of the photos taken of the brilliant show at Aros.
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On Tuesday 3rd November there was a workshop in The
Venue, for S3 and S4 pupils by the Edinburgh School of
Architecture and Landscape Architecture, Edinburgh
University. Here is a flavour of the day:
Home is more than simply shelter. It is not just the place
where we live, but has a huge influence on how we
live. It can shape our health and wellbeing, as well as our
work and prosperity. It also impacts on the quality of our
environment and the strength of our communities.
Housing touches every part of life in Scotland, from
childhood to old age.

On Thursday the 28th of November a group of S2 pupils took part in a STEM
challenge supported by representatives from the British Army Supporting
Education. Pupils worked together in teams on a problem-solving activity which
involved constructing a working catapult. The final test was to fire the catapult
and the winning team was the group whose missile went furthest.
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Skye Chamber Music
On the 9th of December some of our musicians took part in the Classical Celebration
organised by Skye Chamber Music at the Fingal Centre. Violet Matheson (S1) played
Chopin’s “Fantaisie Impromptu in C Sharp Minor”, Cameron Shaw (S4) played
Beethoven’s “Piano Sonata in G Major”, and Rowan Purrett (S2) joined “The Tootlers”
playing various Mozart clarinet trios. It was fantastic to have an opportunity to
hear what classical musical talent there is in the school. A big thank you to the Skye
Chamber Music for organising the event.
Mr Purrett

Primary Dance Festival
Portree High School hosted the Primary Dance Festival on Tuesday 10th of December.
Everybody had a great time as you can see.
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Winter Fair
The Parent Council held their Winter Fair in Portree High School on Saturday 7th
of December. The event was very well attended and raised over £1,500.
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2019 Dances
Below are some photographs of the school dances. Unfortunately the Senior
dance was cut short due to a problem in the Plant Room.
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Home Farm Visit
Every year Portree High School pupils organise a ‘Money Mile’ in order to raise
funds to treat the elderly in Skye and Raasay at Christmas. They collect all their
spare coppers and lay them out in rows one lunch time in November. The House
Groups compete to see which house has the longest row and the money raised is
used to buy Christmas gifts for the residents of the care homes in Portree. The
money that is left is sent to various organisations in Skye and Raasay as a
contribution to help provide a Christmas meal for the elderly in each area.
The pupils entertained the residents of Home Farm Care Home on Monday 16th of
December and Budhmor House Care Home on Wednesday 18th of December.
They then distributed gifts to all the residents.
The pupils enjoyed these activities and their efforts were much appreciated by
those they entertained.
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Badminton
The inter-house badminton had a
terrific amount of entries and the
results were:
1st Glamaig
2nd Marsco
3 rd Tianavaig
Scott Sinclair (6M) organised this
event.

Well done to the 30 pupils who took part in the badminton competition run by
HighLife Highland Youth Work and Active Schools in partnership with the Skye
Badminton Association. Winners from each category were S1-S2: Jakob Ng, S3; Lewis
Macleod and S4-S6: Murphy Henderson. A big thanks to our Sports Ambassadors
Molly Jamieson (4T1) and Lauren Cromack (5M1) for supporting the organising.
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Volleyball
We played 5 sets and the teachers won most of the games. Thanks to Mr MacRae, Mrs
MacPhee, Miss MacNab, Mr Coles, Mr Burrows, Miss Amos, Mr MacKenzie, Mr Preston,
Karen Allan, Dr Stewart and Mr Allan. Thanks to Cameron Morrison and Archie for
raising £200 to Maggie’s Macmillan Cancer Research.

Glamaig won the Inter-House competition with Tianavaig and Marsco tying second.
Marsco won points for the Participation Award with 14 players.

_______________________________________________________________________________

Young Sports Ambassadors
Well done to our Young Sports Ambassadors Lauren Cromack
and Molly Jamieson who attended a Boccia Leaders course in
Inverness on the 29th of November. Boccia is a paralympic sport
that can be played by anyone, with or without a disability. The
girls are looking to setting up some new lunch time sessions in
the New Year.
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