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“Let Me

The weather has turned wintery and a number of buses
have been late. The information about winter weather is
available on the Adverse Weather sheet, which was given
to each pupil. The phone line is the main line of
communication and is updated as and when information
comes in from the bus company. We also use Facebook
but appreciate that not everyone uses social media.
This issue contains photographs of our Aim Skye High
winners in S1 – S4 and an account of a visit to Poland by
two sixth year pupils.
We also have reports from the Support for Learning
department, the ski trip and Hope and Faith.

Trust”

Enjoy!

(01478) 614810
Portree.high
@highland.gov.uk
Absences:
Portreehigh.absence
@highland.gov.uk

“Earbam”

Miss C MacDonald, Headteacher
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S3 Youth Philanthropy Initiative Semi-Final: 3rd February 2020
Head Teacher Drop-In: 5th February 2020
UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge: 6 th February 2020
S3 Columba 1400 Residential Group: 10 th February 2020
S3 Interhouse Events: 12th February 2020
S1 and some S4-S6 Live-N-Learn Workshops: 12th and 13th February 2020
Mid-term Break: 17th and 18th February
Inset Day: 19th February 2020
S3 Youth Philanthropy Initiative Final: 24 th February 2020
S2 Interhouse Events: 26th February 2020
S3-S5 Options Information Evening: 27 th February 2020
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Success Assemblies

S1
Anna Varwell (Silver),
Ewen Campbell (Bronze)
and
Rose MacKinnon(Gold)

S2
Maili MacKenzie (Gold)
Callie MacLean (Silver)
and
Sadie MacDonald (Bronze)

S3
Andrew MacRae (Gold)
Emma Gunn (Bronze)
and
Robert McIntyre (Silver)

S4
Makayla Barton (Silver)
Sam Grundy (Bronze)
and
Niamh Coughlin (Gold)
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Polish Visit
When Mrs Laing came to us with the idea of signing up for this programme, we were
both eager to take part in such a valuable opportunity. The Holocaust Educational
Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz programme consisted of four part: The Orientation, The
Visit, The Follow Up and The Next Steps.
At the beginning of
November, we travelled to
Glasgow to participate in
an Orientation Seminar
with 250 other pupils from
across Scotland. The
seminar began with an
introduction to the project
where they outlined what
we could expect from our
experience over the next
three stages. We were
split into groups in which
we discussed pre-war
Jewish life and the history
of persecution against Jews and other minorities. Building on our knowledge of this, we
then had the rare opportunity to listen to the testimony of Janine Webber, a Holocaust
Survivor. Both of us found this testimony to be impactful, reminding us that not everyone
who was heavily impacted went anywhere near concentration camps. You can find out
more about her story by watching a short video she produced a few years ago:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MK_PMhgAGDk
In this time, we were given the incredible chance to ask questions to Janine which
provided us with a more personal view of her experience. It was clear she still carried
the pain of what happened with her which highlighted to us the contemporary relevance
of the Holocaust and how we mustn’t forget it.
On the day of our visit to Poland, we had to be at the airport for 4am. During the flight,
Rabbi Shaw, who was accompanying us, gave a brief introduction from the perspective
of the Jewish community, setting us up for the day. Once we had arrived in Krakow, we
had an hour’s bus journey to Oswiecim, a small Polish town that had been home to
16,000 Jews before Hitler gained power and now is home to no Jews according to
official records. We stood in the square looking around at the building that had once
been owned by the Jewish community and it became apparent how normal and day-today their lives had been. Auschwitz was only a small distance from here but for those
prisoners from Oswiecim it would have felt much further. Auschwitz itself was nothing
like either of us had anticipate; we had both imagined it would be more emotional and
unsettling. As we walked around with our group, it was a sobering experience that can’t
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really be put into words. The different buildings that made up the camp
have been adapted into exhibits full of information and personal items once belonging to
those persecuted. The vast quantity of belongings that filled the different rooms really
brought to the forefront of your mind that the victims of the Holocaust were more than
just numbers. Further on from these buildings was the gas chamber built in the earlier
stages of the Holocaust. Making our way through it was particularly emotional as walking
back out was something those persecuted were never able to do.
Auschwitz II was strikingly different, not only due to its immense size, but for the fact that
it was purpose built unlike Auschwitz which was adapted from and used in the original
structure. Walking down the railway track that ran through the middle of the camp, we
saw the remnants of the two gas chambers that had caused the deaths of many less
than 100 years ago. These gas chambers were burnt to the ground near the end of the
war and now serve as reminders either side of a memorial created for those who
perished. It was here we carried out a remembrance service, led by Rabbi Shaw and the
other programme leaders; we lit candles in memory of those lost and placed them at the
end of the track.
The Follow Up seminar took place the week after we had returned from Poland and was
centred around reflecting on what we had experienced. This was a good time for us to
discuss what we had learned and try to understand the emotions we experienced during
it. We also used this time to think about how we would carry out our Next Steps in a way
that would benefit others most. As part of our follow up and next steps, we are currently
organising an event that we will run with the hopes of passing on what we have learnt to
others who may not have the same opportunities that we had.
Jennifer Shaw and Chloe Robertson
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Support for
Learning
Pupils in Support for Learning attend college weekly and take part in
Music, Drama, Arts and Crafts and upcycling.
Fiona MacDonald 5M2 and Eochaidh O’Baoighill 2G are proudly
showing off their mantelpiece decorations. They are made from whisky
barrel staves which were sanded, painted and decorated with driftwood,
shells and tea lights.
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Ski Trip
Another amazing trip, another group of fantastic pupils!
And you were all fabulous!
You worked hard and all of
you massively improved your
skiing
or
snowboarding
skills. You all managed to
cope with a 32-hour journey
(each way!) with no moaning
or complaints. You were all
polite, helpful, thoughtful
and enthusiastic.
You all
learnt some Italian (un
bicchiere
d’acqua
per
favour!), tasted traditional
Italian food and saw the
delightful Aosta town, including the Roman and Medieval remains and
Christmas market. You all laughed at Mr. Breen’s jokes (well some of you
did!), and put up with Mr. Purrett constantly telling you to recycle your
litter and not waste food. You were all great at getting organised,
preparing your equipment each day and taking responsibility for
yourselves. You all listened to and respected each other, got on with each
other and made new friends. You all learnt a huge amount and had new
experiences. Most of all you made the trip a lot of fun for all of us –
THANK YOU!
Of course we could not run a trip like
this without the staff and volunteers,
so a special thank you should go to
Wilma MacRuary, Jenny Hey and Iain
Galbraith who gave up their own time
to come with us.
Mr Purrett
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Hope and Faith
I’d like to pass on a HUGE thank you
to all pupils, parents/carers, staff and
members of the local community, who
supported our partner school in
Zambia by purchasing cards, calendars,
etc., and on the non-uniform day last
term. £1,300 was raised, which will
cover the school's feeding programme
for a whole year!!! We are looking
forward to this year's Connecting
Classroom teacher exchange, where
Mr Burrows and I will be working in
Zambia during the Easter holidays, and
a teacher from Lusaka will be returning
in May. The teacher will have the
opportunity to work with all junior
classes, looking at the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals.
Mr Breen
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A group of S3 pupils have started their Leadership Academy with Columba 1400
and will be attending a 6 day residential from 9th-14th February. They will spend
this time examining the principles that make up leadership and personal
development and consider how their values impact on who they are. In addition,
they will be taking part in a variety of team-building exercises and overcoming
various challenges along the way. This group will also be asked to start the
planning of Leadership projects which they will aim to complete upon return to
school.
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