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This term has been a long one! The SQA internal assessments have
been packaged and sent off to Dalkeith. The courses are all but
completed and S4, 5 and 6 pupils should by now have settled into a
pattern of regular revision and studying. We wish all our senior pupils
the very best in the upcoming exams.
Study leave will begin for those sitting two National 5 exams or more.
For those sitting no fewer than two individual arrangements will be
made.
We have had a full sporting calendar this term with basketball,
football, rugby and shinty all featuring. More information will follow in
April’s edition.
We also bring you more articles about our Developing the Young
Workforce programme.
The YPI finals were very exciting with Skye Stroke Friends finally
winning the £3,000. We also had a very intense Brexit Debate,
welcoming MSPs Kate Forbes and Edward Mountain to the school.
Our Climate Change Project was well attended! We now have an
Environmental Group in school and a Pledge Wall. Our young people
care passionately about the environment.
We held our S3 Parents’ Evening and our S3–S5 Parents’
Information Evening this month – both were well attended. We
welcomed speakers for West Highland College and Sabhal Mòr
Ostaig – our close links with our local colleges are much appreciated.
I hope you enjoy the March edition of Skyelines.
Have a very enjoyable Easter break when it comes.
Miss C MacDonald, Headteacher
HOUSE

PUPIL SUPPORT

Glamaig:
Marsco:
Tianavaig:

Miss F MacNab
Mr N Burrows
Mrs D MacLeod

E-MAIL ADDRESS
fiona.macnab@highland.gov.uk
neil.burrows@highland.gov.uk
dawn.macleod@highland.gov.uk

S4 – S6 SQA and Success Assemblies: 3rd April 2019
Last Day of Term – Fundraising: 5th April 2019
Easter Service and Assemblies: 5th April 2019
First Day of Term: 23rd April 2019
Head Teacher Drop-in: 24th April 2019
Pupil Council Meeting: 24th April 2019
SQA Exams Begin: 25th April 2019
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice: 27th and 28th April 2019
Parent Council Meeting: 29th April 2019
UKMT Junior Maths challenge: 30th April 2019
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Success Assemblies

S1
Brodie Munro (Bronze),
Monica Abringe (Silver)
and
Charlie Oag (Gold)

S2
Leah MacLeod (Silver),
Angus Gilpin (Bronze)
and
Emma Millar (Gold)
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On the 5th March, pupils had the chance to learn from Calum
Montgomery, a former Portree High School pupil, and now head chef and
owner of Edinbane Lodge. This was the third in a series of workshops
looking at Skye ingredients that have a positive effect on the waters
around the island.
Organised by ATLAS Arts as part of their long-term project CLIMAVORE:
On Tidal Zones, Calum Montgomery showed the pupils how to clean and
prepare blueshell mussels, grown by Peter Macaskill in Loch Eishort.
Pairing the mussels with foraged wild garlic, the pupils prepared a dish of Loch Eishort mussels with
Portree wild garlic and cream sauce, served with rosemary, thyme and rapeseed oil focaccia and Orkney
butter to mop up the sauce.
Mussels are bivalves which clean the water by breathing, with each mussel able to filter up to 25 litres of
water a day. With no chemicals involved in farming them the mussels are grown on ropes in Loch
Eishort in the south of Skye. This makes them not only sustainable seafood but also an aquaculture
business that has a positive effect on the waters in which they grow.
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We (Mrs Murray’s S4 class) participated in the “Mathématiques sans Frontières” on
Tuesday 5th March 2019. It consists of questions testing our knowledge on maths and
modern languages. We split into groups and tackled 10 questions as a class. There
was a mix of questions in English, French, Spanish, Italian and German and although
the questions were tricky, we all worked well as a team and enjoyed it.
Holly MacLean, Max Stancliffe and Charlotte Gordon 4G1
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Youth Philanthropy Initiative
For our YPI presentation, our group decided to talk about a charity called Skye Stroke Friends, based in
Tigh na Drochaid in Portree. First of all, YPI stands for Youth Philanthropy Initiative; they are an
organization that helps out charities and contributes money to them as well, this will benefit people in

many different ways. The first step was to establish ourselves into groups of 4-6; we had to make sure
there was a mix of genders. After we got into groups, we decided on our charity and how it is beneficial
to our community. After thinking for a bit, we came to a decision, Skye Stroke Friends, some members of
our group had connections to this group. Skye Stroke Friends is a charity that helps people who have
had a stroke in the past, to socialise and manage to make friends even though they’ve had a stroke. We
visited Skye Stroke Friends a few times and really got to know them well, and can now count them as
friends. As well as filming a short video for our presentation, we took part in their exercise programme by
doing pilates with them. We then played several games with them, which was very fun. We also took
part in a quiz, which we’re happy to say our group won! After getting all worked up and nervous about
our presentation we performed it and made it into the finals!
We wanted to make our presentation more polished off for the finals so we made sure to add in all the
details of our fundraiser and our article in the West Highland Free Press. We made sure we knew what
we were saying and when we should say it. We tried to make as much eye contact with the audience as
much as we could so it was like we were speaking to them instead of just reading of a script. We also
wanted to include the audience as much as we could and to show how many people this charity could
affect, we asked our audience whether or not they knew someone who has had a stroke in the past and
we were astonished to see so many people raise their hands. We finished our presentation and were
happy that our hard work paid off. We were extremely pleased and shocked to hear our name of our
charity called out as winner. We felt like we really made a difference to some people’s lives and we
couldn’t be more delighted.
Matilda McKiggan and Olivia MacDonald
Our YPI Group: Angus Nicolson, Jake Fenlon (missing form picture), Mia Parker, Meghan McCarthy,
Chiara MacLean, Olivia MacDonald and Matilda McKiggan.
Also shown are Maggie Cunningham who chaired the judges group and Mr Coles.

Finalists: Archie Foundation, Scottish Charity Air Ambulance, National Deaf Children’s Society, Skye Cancer Care and
Skye Stroke Friends
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Bonnie Baby Competition
For the YPI group supporting Skye and Lochalsh Friends of Arms (multiple sclerosis) we chose to do the
Bonnie Baby Competition because we thought it would be fun and people would take part and enjoy
guessing the different teachers from their baby pictures.
Our YPI group consisted of Rachel Henderson, Georgia Macdiarmid, Donald Stewart, Amy Mackinnon,
Brooke Lamond, Andrew MacLeod and Mia Mutch. We organised the competition ourselves and we
spent time during our English classes to go round the school and ask teachers if they would participate
in our fundraiser. When we got all the pictures we could, we organised them on a poster and put them in
a notice board by reception at the main entrance of the school so people would see them easily.
For three days during break time and lunch we set up a table in the reception area to sell forms. Roughly
40-50 people participated and we made roughly £45 pound for our charity. We were happy with it,
because people had enjoyed guessing and had a good laugh.
By Amy MacKinnon and Georgia MacDiarmid, S3

1.

4.

2.

5.

3.

6.

Here are some of the bonnie babies. Can you guess who they are?
Answers on page 13
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Inverness Music Festival
Inverness Music Festival held its piping contests on 2nd March at Eden Court, Inverness. There
were many strong performances particularly in the Under 15 Piobaireachd, with both
piobaireachd winners featuring in the traditional music prize lists with medley performances in
the evening.
Archie MacLean 4T came 1st in the Under 15 March/Strathspey and Reel and the Under 18 Jig
and 2nd in the Under 15 Piobaireachd.
Archie is pictured below with adjudicator Pipe Major DJ MacIntyre.

Vinyl Sale
The Music department held a successful vinyl sale (where everything was free!) at the end of
March. The vinyl had been uncovered during a spring clear-out, and was quite a collection!
Mostly Classical favourites but also some colliery bands, folk music, jazz and much more.
Pupils were really interested to have a look, and despite none of it really being very ‘cool’,
almost all of it was gone by the end of break time. Happy listening!
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The teams, judges and Mrs Maggie Cunningham who presided over events.

AGAINST
In this debate the motion was that ‘This house believes that Brexit will be the best thing to ever
happen to Britian’. Myself, Lois Langlands, Gracie Buchan and Innes MacNeil were all on the
opposition side of the motion which meant we were fully against Brexit. We brought up points
such as money, the NHS, trade, travel and ETIAS. The things I got out of this were learning
more about what is happening around me and having the opportunity to work with people I
wouldn’t normally work with was a good laugh and we all got on. We also got MSPs, Kate
Forbes and Edward Mountain, to attend as well as WHFP. Overall a brilliant experience and I
would be happy to take part in another one in the future.
Chiara MacLean 3G2

FOR
I was Involved in the Brexit debate proposition team. We had to argue the motion that ‘Brexit
would be the best thing that had ever happened to Britain’. That is not my personal opinion but
a big part of debating is arguing a point that you don’t believe. My team comprised of me, Seth
Bennett, Abi Morgan and Joseph Moller.
It was quite a scary experience standing up in front of the large audience and judges. The
judges critiqued us on our delivery, teamwork and actively debating. That is one of the most
important skills of debating. You have to adapt depending on what the opposing team says. The
first speaker can have a pre-prepared talk but the rest of the team has to think on their feet
especially the last speaker.
After the debate the MSPs took questions from the audience.
The debate overall was an enjoyable experience. It is fun preparing and seeing it finally come
together at the end. Our team won by a small margin of 252 points to 246. The MSPs and
judges commended us all on our debating.
Darach Hynd S2
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Judging the Bexit Debate were: Carole Inglis, Charlie Baptie, Mrs Laing and Alasdair Ross.

Letters of thanks
I would like to thank you, Mrs Fuge, Mrs Laing and the teams, for a highly enjoyable morning
of debate. Also to Connor, who very kindly offered to show me to the meeting room after the
debate when I was well and truly lost!
The level of debate was of an incredibly high standard, and every individual team member
demonstrated a detailed knowledge of the subject. The motions were well presented, with
confidence, and an obvious respect for each side's viewpoint.
Carole Inglis

I wanted to write and thank you (Mrs Fuge) and the debaters at Portree High School for the
excellent morning on Friday. I agree with you as regards to the topic, whilst topical it perhaps
made those taking part look closely at the arguments and they did just that. Both teams were
fantastic showing skill and a lack of nerves, which considering the audience was impressive. I
would not have liked to adjudicate the winners as I think it was a close run competition. Please
will you pass on my best wishes to all who took part and let them know that I was seriously
impressed. I do hope they all go on to use the skills they have providing it is not against me!!
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Lab Science Trip

On Thursday 7th March the National 5 Laboratory Science Skills for work pupils visited a
number of laboratories in Inverness to investigate careers using Lab Science. Our thanks are
due to Lifescan, The Rivers and Lochs Institute of UHI and the Fishvet group for hosting us on
this occasion. The pupils are shown here learning to dissect salmon at the Fishvet group. Their
instructor for the session was Kate McEwen, herself a former pupil of Portree High School, who
works as an Environmental Biologist for the group. Our guide for the tour of Lifescan was Amy
MacLeod, former Head Girl, and now a statistician at Lifescan.
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This month, a mixture of S5 and S6 pupils were intrigued to hear author, Paul Rees’s story about his
career as a journalism and author. In a career spanning twenty years, Paul has interviewed celebrities such
as Paul McCartney, Bruce Springsteen, Madonna and Bono! Here Paul tells his story about his visit to the
school:
‘I went into Portree High to speak to pupils sitting Higher English and about careers in journalism and
writing. For 25 years and up to 2012, I worked as a music journalist and was Editor of two of the UK’s
most well-known magazines, Kerrang! and Q. During that period, I was fortunate enough to interview
everyone from Paul McCartney and Adele to Noel Gallagher and Madonna. Since then, I have gone on to
write books and have had six published worldwide to date and am currently work on a seventh, an
authorised biography of The Who’s late bass guitarist John Entwistle for Little, Brown.
‘The principal thing I wanted to convey to the pupils was that, although now is as challenging time as it
has ever been for journalism, and with relentless notices about shrinking sales of newspapers and
magazine, there is also a reverse story. That is that in such a fast-moving, cluttered world, there is more
demand than ever for writers who can communicate the key facts of a story, investigate these in depth,
and shine a light on the aspects of it that such instant, bite-size outlets as TV news, social media and
online-news simply aren’t set up to do. Book sales have gone up over the past two years, and such writerled magazines as The Atlantic and National Geographic are still at the vanguard of breaking and shaping
stories.
‘What also hasn’t changed is what makes a good writer or journalist, and beyond the obvious ability to
string a sentence together: a curious mind, a passion for the subject and communicating that to the
reader, dedication, self-discipline and a willingness to work at and develop their craft. As I told the
pupils, there is no single prescriptive route into journalism, but if they have those positives, combined
with the ability to deliver grammatically and factually correct copy, to length and on time, then they will
be invaluable to any publishing organisation. More than that, there is something magical about the
process of transforming a blank piece of paper/screen into an article or story than can enlighten,
entertain and excite readers, and ensure that it becomes a document of record. To be able to do that with
words can, and does open up any number of opportunities and outlets.’
Thanks go to Paul for sharing his career story and advice with pupils and staff!
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Emergency Services Work: Scottish Ambulance Service Liaises with Portree High School Pupils
In a society which relies heavily on the skills and hard work of the emergency services to save lives,
tackle crime and deal with fire hazards, we asked the well-respected Scottish Ambulance Service to pay a
visit to Portree High School to tell S3 pupils about their daily jobs and available careers.
Tools of the Trade
Speaking from the Scottish Ambulance Service was Neil Campbell and Richard Hiles who explained that
to be successful in this line of work, job candidates had to possess personal attributes such as compassion,
common sense and be able to maintain patient confidentiality.
Working for the Scottish Ambulance Service, pupils learned that they could work as an Ambulance Care
Assistant, Ambulance Technician, Ambulance Paramedic or Emergency Call Handler as there is a lot of
variety and choice for young people in this line of work. Academic qualifications, training opportunities
and the expectations of successful job candidates were also emphasised to pupils to make them aware of
what is looked for when applying for emergency services jobs.
Massive Thanks
After an incredibly interesting and informative session with the pupils, we would like to thank Neil and
Richard for coming along to interact with pupils and talking to them about Scottish Ambulance Service
careers and jobs.
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World Book Day
Title Quest
To celebrate this year’s World Book Day on Friday 7th March we had a Title Quest Competition.
Participating staff were asked to wear a sticker on their lanyard that day, stating the title of their
favourite book.
Pupils then had to collect as many as they could throughout the course of the day.
Thanks to everyone who took part.
The winner was Beren Buchanan (2M), who was ably assisted by Lewis MacLeod. Between
them they found an impressive 25 out of 27 titles and won a £10 book token. Runner up (with
23 correct answers) was Abbie Campbell (1T), and there were three pupils who tied for third
place, with 15 correct answers –
Ellen MacInnes, Callie MacLean and Maili MacKenzie (all 1G).
The full list of participating staff and their favourite reads is below:
1. Mrs Fuge
At the Loch of the Green Corrie
2. Mrs Dorman
The Kite Runner
3. Miss MacLeod
The Cicero Trilogy
4. Miss Desai
Small Island
5. Mrs Laing
A Thousand Splendid Suns
6. Mr. MacVicar
Lord Jim
7. Mrs. Miller
The Choice
8. Mrs. Grant
Half of a Yellow Sun
9. Mrs. Sutton
The Tree of Man
10. Mrs. Robertson
A Perfect Spy
11. Mrs. Matheson
All the Lights We Cannot See
12. Miss MacDonald
The Making of the Crofting Community
13. Mrs. Wright
The Bone People
14. Miss MacIntosh
Wolf of the Plains
15. Miss Scott Moncrieff
The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner
16. Miss Amos
The Left Hand of Darkness
17. Mrs Murray
The Snow Goose
18. Mr Green
Cry the Beloved Country
19. Mr Burrows
Chaos Walking
20. Mr Coles
Gormenghast
21. Mr Purrett
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
22. Miss Campbell
Dr Zhivago
23. Miss Yoxon
Into Thin Air
24. Mrs Oag
Jane Eyre
25. Mrs Siwek
The Game of Kings
26. Mrs McKee
Ann of Green Gables
27. Mrs Lamont
The Testament of Gideon Mack
Bonnie Baby Competition Answers
1. Mrs Lamont 2. Mrs Mackenzie 3. Mrs Wright 4. Mr Allan 5. Mr MacRae
6. Mrs Murray and Mrs Laing
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A Peak a Week Challenge
Rowan Purrett, currently in S1, has
recently completed a challenge to climb
79 peaks in 79 weeks, and raised almost
£4,000 for Karibuni Children – a charity
in Kenya, which helps provide education
for street children. He was inspired by a
radio interview he heard with
paralympian gold medallist Karen Darke,
who came to visit Portree High School
last year to encourage other pupils to
take on their own personal challenges.

Rowan on Sgurr Dearg, with the Inaccessible Pinnacle behind.
Rowan did his first peaks of the challenge – Garbh Bheinn and Belig - on his 11th Birthday. Since
then he has climbed in a variety of mountain ranges mostly in north west Scotland, but also
managed a few in Wales (which were rather easy in comparison). The weather conditions have
been pretty extreme on some occasions and he has had to learn winter mountaineering skills in
order to complete the challenge. He has particularly enjoyed the climbs in snowy conditions and
the more technical routes he did in the Cuillin Ridge.
He wanted to do
something to help kids
who were not as fortunate
as himself, and didn’t let
himself be put off by the
early mornings, wet
trudges through bog,
endless false summits, and
aching legs and feet, as to
him they seemed
insignificant compared to
the suffering of some
children in the world. So
79 peaks on, he hopes that
maybe he has made a
difference to some of their
lives.
Striding out on Beinn Liath Mhòr, January 2019
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School Environmental Group and “Plastic Pledges”!
On the 13th of March around 40 pupils all passionate
about caring for the environment came together during
Tutor Time for the first School Environmental Group
meeting. We discussed the problems (and possible
solutions) in our school and wider community to do
with the environment. Some suggestions made were to
try to reduce the amount of plastic used in the canteen,
reducing the amount of littering and the idea of
upcycling.
At the meeting we also wrote our names and a
personal pledge of what we were going to do to help
the planet on a plastic bottle, we then hung the plastic
bottle on a big, old fishing net. This net is now beside
the school reception and others are being encouraged to write their own “plastic pledges”.

At the next meeting
we voted for different
projects we could
undertake and split
into smaller groups to
tackle the different
projects. The project I
am involved in is
making the canteen
plastic free. We came
up with strategies of
how we are going to
tackle this, including
meeting
with
the
canteen staff and
writing to the Highland
Council.

I think this is a really good group to be a part of as we are not just sitting back and talking about issues
but starting to take action. I would recommend to any pupils who have a genuine concern for the
environment to come along at Tutor Time and join this movement for a more eco-friendly school.
Iona Towers 4M1
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